
ALL THE WORDS THAT ARE NEEDED 
 
One of the most impressive ceremonies to attend is the Dedication of a church. The people and building are 
sprinkled with holy water, the walls are anointed with Chrism and candles are lit around the perimeter. In a way 
the new church is treated like a human being who is becoming a Christian. 
 
This is not accidental. The places in which we worship are signs in our towns of the people of God. Each of us, 
as members of that family, are dedicated to his service and commissioned to speak of his love. Both the 
building and the individual Christian are to represent the worship, work and witness of us all. 
 

There used to be a ceremony that has been discontinued. Very few 
people witnessed it because it had to be done when the building was 
largely empty.  
 
Before people were allowed into the church a large volume of ashes 
were blessed and laid out on its floor. Using the ashes the Alphabet was 
then written in Greek all over the floor. 
 
What a strange thing to do! 
 
It’s to do with the Scriptures.  
 

Suppose you wanted to show that the words of God are the basis and inspiration of everything we do. How 
would you include this in the Dedication of a new church? We can imagine ways of enthroning a bible and 
solemnly proclaiming the scriptures. But an ingenious symbol was thought up that probably is a bit too obscure 
for most of us to recognize easily.  
 
The New Testament, as we know, was written in Greek and indeed very early versions of the Old Testament 
exist in that language too. If you think about it, all the letters of the Greek Alphabet were used and re-used to 
construct every word and every sentence that is written in those sacred texts.  
 
Ancient explanations of this ceremony suggest that the idea of laying out all the letters of the Greek Alphabet 
on the floor stood for the whole of the Bible being written across the church. 
 
The idea that every letter, every syllable of God’s word permeates the building can be applied to us as 
individuals and to the whole family of the Church.  
 
We are to be filled with the Word of God so that we may live by it and love through it. 
 
In the story of the Spirit coming upon the Apostles at Pentecost a strong image is that of speech. The disciples 
received the Gift of Tongues. Everything they said was understood and all that they said was about Jesus. 
Every word and every syllable was at the service of the Church’s mission.  
 
The Entrance Antiphon for Pentecost Sunday is a passage from the book of Wisdom. It says: 
 

The Spirit of the Lord has filled the whole world 
 
It goes on to say that the Spirit contains everything and ‘understands what is said’ – in other translations this is 
given as ‘knows every word that is said’.  
 
We are all given the Spirit so that we may know every word of the message. The Spirit comes so that we can 
speak the words that are necessary for others to hear God in their hearts. These words are planted within us 
and they are to be ever on our lips. The Gift of Tongues is something for everyone and it is about each of us 
being part of the house of God in which the full message is written and proclaimed. 
 
We may not know the Greek Alphabet by heart and we may feel that there are parts of the Bible we do not 
fully understand but remember the word of God is written in our hearts. 
 

 


